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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Appropriations bill includes funding for AWRI 
Grand Valley will receive $400,000 in federal funding for renovations at 
the Robert B. Annis Water Resources Institute, which is committed to 
restoring and improving the Great Lakes by researching environmental 
issues and implementing effective solutions. 
"We strive to enhance and preserve freshwater resources through an 
extensive multidisciplinary approach to research, public education and 
outreach," said AWRI Director Alan Steinman. "These funds will allow 
us to renovate and repair our field station building into a functional 
research and education facility." 
The 10,000-square-foot building is currently only suitable for storage. 
Renovation funding was included in a 2006 appropriations act, which 
was passed by the House and Senate last week. 
A news release by U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, praised the 
institute and staff. "The accomplishments of Dr. Steinman and his staff 
serve as a model for other regions of the Great Lakes and around the 
nation," said Hoekstra. 
File photo 
The Annis Water Resources Institute received $400,000 in federal 
funding for renovations at the Muskegon facility. 
Matt McLogan, vice president for University Relations, expressed 
thanks to Hoekstra for successfully persuading his colleagues to make 
this item part of the budget. "We're very grateful for his support and the 
expression of confidence that it represents," said McLogan. 
Across Campus 
United Way thank you 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
At left, Brian Van Doeselaar, United Way 
treasurer, and President Mark A. Murray 
conduct a drawing for the one-year 
parking places given annually to Grand 
Valley United Way contributors. The 
drawing was held November 17 at the 
DeVos Center. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
···--------------------------
New online catalog 
implemented next year 
Grand Valley will implement a new interactive 
online catalog next spring, according to Lynn 
Blue, interim vice provost of Academic 
Services and Information Technology. 
The university is working with Q._igit~l 
Architecture, a Maine company, to·'"-cnvert the 
current paper catalog to an online version. 
Blue said about 12 other universities are using 
Acalog, the system developed by Digital 
Architecture. 
"For years I have wanted something like this, 
but there really weren't any products available 
that track all parts of a course," she said. 
For example, Blue said that when English 150 
changed to Writing 150, "Someone's fingers 
had do to the walking and find all the English 
150 references in the catalog." The new sys-
tem will make it easier for similar changes. 
She also said student registration will be 
streamlined when Banner Student Services 
goes live in 2007. "Once someone is register-
ing, they will be able to click on the course 
title for a description," Blue said. 
Training sessions for faculty and staff mem-
bers will begin in April. For more information, 
view the informational Web site at 
www.gvsu.edu/onlinecatalog. 
Zemba wins NCAA 
cross country title 
Grand Valley's women 's cross country team 
raced to its best finish in school history, plac-
ing second at the NCAA Division II National 
Championships held November 19 in Pomona, 
California. 
Senior Mandi Zemba won Grand Valley's first 
continues on page 2 
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cross country individual national championship title, finishing first in a 
time of 21:01.7. The Lakers finished with 69 points, 15 points behind 
first-place Adams State. 
Sophomore Karlie Singleton placed eighth overall, running a time of 
21:34.1, and junior Stacey Kandas ran a 22:10.9 for 19th place. 
"I am extremely proud of the way the women ran," said head coach Jerry 
Baltes. "Mandi finished an amazing season with an outstanding perform-
ance today and led us to our best finish in school history. We had to 
overcome some obstacles in getting here and the California heat, but the 
women still managed to have a strong performance." 
Sophomore Nate Peck led Grand Valley's men's team to a fourth-place 
finish. Peck finished 16th in a time of 32:10.9, and was closely followed 
by teammate Chris Pabst's 18th place finish in 32:23.7. 
Holiday schedule online 
The university holiday and break schedule, which lists hours of operation 
for campus departments and buildings, is online at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
Important dates (and information) include the following: 
• Thursday, December 8: Faculty and Staff Service Award and Holiday 
Gathering, 3-5 p.m., Kirkhof Center. All offices may close, except for the 
Information Desk and conference support at the Pew Campus, Pew 
Campus Operations, Center for Health Sciences Information Desk, 
Facilities Customer Service Center, Department of Public Safety, Pew 
Campus Security, Admissions, and Student Assistance Centers. There will 
be one mail pickup and delivery on both campuses to allow mailroom 
staff to attend the event. Please contact Steve Leeser if you have a special 
mailing/pickup at x13000 for Allendale Campus; for Pew Campus pickup 
call x17323. 
• Saturday, December 10: Commencement, 10 a.m., Van Andel Arena, 
Grand Rapids. 
• Thursday, December 22: most university offices close at 5 p.m. until 
January 3. 
Winter weather policy released 
Because of upcoming winter and severe weather conditions, the 
Department of Public Safety Services issues the following emergency 
closing policy: 
In evaluating whether or not to close for snow-related reasons, the follow-
ing criteria are used: the ability of the university's road crews to keep 
campus roads and parking lots cleared; the conditions of primary and sec-
ondary roads in the area; weather reports regarding the track of the storm 
and other conditions. 
No announcement will be made when the university is open. When classes 
are canceled, other activities are also canceled, but employees are to 
report to work. When the university is closed, only designated employees 
are to report to work. 
Normally the Pew Campus will close only when the Allendale Campus is 
closed. The decision to close the Holland Meijer Campus will be made 
considering local weather conditions and decisions made by other institu-
tions in the immediate Holland area. If the Allendale Campus is closed, 
the Holland Meijer Campus is also closed. 
When Muskegon Community College is closed, the Stevenson Center for 
Higher Education and the Lake Michigan Center will be closed. When the 
main Northwestern Michigan College Campus in Traverse City is closed, 
Grand Valley's University Center will also close. 
Students, faculty and staff members should assume the university is open 
unless they hear reports on radio or television stations. The campus com-
munity is asked not to call the switchboard to ask about closings. 
Announcements of closing will be aired on the following stations. (For a 
more detailed update on campus conditions and area roads, listen to 
continues on page 3 
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A grand Christmas 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu . Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web site 
at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Twenty art students from Grand Valley hand crafted 
Christmas ornaments that are hanging in the Gerald 
R. Ford Presidential Museum during the holiday 
season. Grand Valley is one of 15 community 
organizations that decorated a tree for the museum's 
10th annual Christmas on the Grand. 
Students in professor Steve Peters' 3-D class chose 
a wood and metallic theme. 
Stacy Getz crafted a geometric star from balsa 
wood then covered it with strips of gold, silver and 
copper foil. Nora Hipshear, praised by her fellow 
students as the balsa wood curling expert, mastered 
the difficult technique of curling without cracking 
the wood, softened by soaking in water overnight. 
Jessica Hardy selected the curved balsa to use as 
the body of her angel. Classmates constructed addi-
tional ornaments including birds and free-form 
designs. 
Tickets to view the Christmas on the Grand display, 
which continues through January 8, are $2 for stu-
dents with ID and $5 for the general public. For 
more information call the museum, located at 303 
Pearl NW, at 254-0400. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Art students hang Christmas ornaments from a 
tree at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum. 
What's Ahead 
Grand Valley photo exhibit 
explores students' vision 
Thirteen senior photography students will 
exhibit their thesis work in a group exhibition 
"Frame 36," which runs today through 
December 10. An opening reception with the 
photographers is Thursday, December 1, from 
5-7 p.m. 
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Sarah Wiles, Elizabeth Johnson, Sarah 
Sheridan, Allison Huyck, Samantha Johnson, 
Jennifer Stevens, Peter Strobridge and Kristyn 
Mustard. 
Jazz combo performs 
during Arts at Noon 
The Arts at Noon Series will continue with a 
performance by Organissimo on Thursday, 
December 1, in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Both events are free and open to the public at 
the Art Gallery in the Performing Arts Center. 
"Each thesis consists of 20 pieces on one sub-
ject of interest to the student," said Victoria 
Veenstra who teaches the thesis seminar. Select 
images from each are included in the exhibit, 
which explores the unique vision each student 
has developed through their studies in the 
School of Communications." 
Courtesy photo 
Photography student Vennessa Remenak took 
this image for her thesis, which explores how 
people react to the American flag. 
Founders Jim Alfredson and Joe Gloss original-
ly met in the jazz combo program at Michigan 
State University during the fall of 1996. With 
the addition of drummer Randy Marsh, 
Organissimo was established and dedicated 
itself to original music and expanding the tradi-
tion of the organ trio. Their music is quirky, 
funky, swinging, and fresh, extending from the 
organ groups of the '50s and '60s into the new 
millennium. Kristin Connolly was backpacking in West 
Virginia and became inspired by what she saw. 
She has spent many weekends driving back 
with her camera to capture more images, choos-
ing black and white over color film. Eric Corky 
Swanson's work focuses on the brilliant color 
and structural interest of the abandoned 
Kennecott mines in Alaska. While Vennessa 
Remenak explores how people react to the 
American flag today, four years after the wave 
of patriotism that swept the nation after 
September 11. 
The exhibit also features the diverse works of 
students Bethann Jensen, Diana Arguelles, 
For more information, call the Music 
Department at xl3484. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
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WGVU-FM 88.5 and WGVU-AM 1480.) Announcements about closings 
will usually be made no later than 6:30 a.m. for daytime classes, and 3 
p.m. for evening classes. 
Television 
WWMT-TV Channel 3, WOOD-TV Channel 8, WZZM-TV Channel 13, 
WXMI-TV Channel 17, WXSP-TV Channel 18, WGVU-TV Channel 35, 
WOTV 4 Channel 41, WGVK-TV Channel 52. 
Radio 
WKZO-AM 590, WGVS-AM 850, WMUS-AM 1090, WJNZ-AM 1140, 
WTKG-AM 1230, WWJQ-AM 1260, WOOD-AM 1300, WBBL-AM 
1340, WGHN-AM 1370, WNWZ-AM 1410, WHTC-AM 1450, WGVU-
FM 88.5, WAYG-FM 89.9, WGNB-FM 89.3, WCSG-FM 91.3, WGHN-
FM 92.1, WYVN-FM 92.7, WBCT-FM 93.7, WKLQ-FM 94.5, WGVS-
FM 95 .3, WLHT-FM 95.7, WVTI-FM 96.1, WJQK-FM 99.3, WTRV-FM 
100.5, WBFX-FM 101.3, WSNX-FM 104.5, WOOD-FM 105.7, WQLR-
FM 106.5, WMUS-FM 106.9, WODJ-FM 107.3. 
When classes are canceled, all staff are expected to report for work unless 
the closing announcement indicates that only "essential staff' need report. 
The following personnel are considered essential: Public Safety Services, 
Facilities Services, Food Service, Housing, Information Technology, 
WGVU-AM/FMffV, Pew Campus Operations, Pew Campus Security, and 
Fieldhouse Management. 
Unless the university is officially closed, faculty members are expected to 
hold their classes as usual. Individual faculty members who wish to cancel 
a class or other event should do so only with permission of their dean. In 
such cases, faculty members are responsible for notifying students for 
each class they teach. The media will announce only complete closings, 
not cancellation of individual classes or events. 
Closing during final exams 
In the event that a closing would involve a specified exam day, those 
exams affected would be held on the next available day after the exam 
week has concluded. For example: if a Tuesday exam day were canceled, 
the next available day after the conclusion of the exam week would be 
Saturday. If two exam days were affected (Wednesday and Thursday) 
Wednesday 's exam would take place on Saturday and Thursday's exam 
would be the following Monday. 
Overnight parking restrictions 
No overnight parking is permitted in any lot other than residential lots 
except with permission of the director of Public Safety Services. 
Parking between the hours of 3-7 a.m. is considered overnight parking. 
Also, parking overnight in Lots B, D, J, P-South, Q, R, Calder Residence 
(0), GVA, Secchia and Winter Halls and the resident section of Watson 
(resident lots) requires a resident permit or a temporary resident permit 
issued by Public Safety Services or the Pew Campus Security office. 
During snow removal periods, any vehicle found to be in violation of this 
ordinance will be subject to impoundment. Questions should be referred to 
the Public Safety Services at xl3255 or Pew Campus Security at xl6677. 
Overnight parking is prohibited at the Pew Campus, the Holland Meijer 
Campus and the Lake Michigan Center except with permission of the Pew 
Campus Security. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Paul Jorgensen, professor of computing and 
information systems, gave a presentation, "How 
Many Use Cases?" QA&TEST in Bilbao, 
Spain. He also chaired a session, "Advanced 
Methods in Practice." 
Michael R. Ott, assistant professor of sociolo-
gy, wrote an article, "Reclaiming the 
Revolutionary Substance and Potential of 
Religion: The Critical Theory of Religion," 
published in the Michigan Sociological Review. 
He presented an article, "A Critique of Neo-
Liberalism's Colonization of Religion in the 
United States: Rational Choice Theory," at the 
fifth international conference on Religion and 
Civil Society: Beyond the Clash of Civilizations 
in the Crimea, Ukraine. 
continues on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., Nov. 28 
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: History Colloquium. 
Paramilitary Violence in Hungary, 1919-1922: 
The View of the Perpetrators. 1119 MAK. 
Call xl3298 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Jazz orchestra, directed by Tim Froncek. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Tues., Nov. 29 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Red Cross Blood Drives. DEV C 
Plaza and 123 CHS. Call x17220 for DeVos 
Center or x13558 for CHS drive. 
5:30 p.m.: HIV/AIDS Awareness Week Event. 
Presentation by Cleve Jones, founder of AIDS 
Memorial Quilt. 204 KC. Call x12345 for 
more information. 
Wed., Nov. 30 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Writers Series. Jonathan Johnson reads 
from his memoir and poems. 250 KC. Call 
x13601 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: HIV/AIDS Awareness Week Event. 
Documentary "Dear Francis." 215/216 KC. 
Call x12345 for more information. 
Thurs., Dec. 1 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Workplace 
Communication Workshop. Relationship 
Skills at Work. Holland Meijer Campus. Call 
x 17180 for registration information. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: HIV/AIDS Awareness Week 
Information Table. Lobby, KC. Call x12345 
for more information. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Organissimo. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
12 noon-8 p.m.: World AIDS Day Events. Pew 
Campus. Call xl2345 for more information. 
5-7 p.m.: Opening Reception for Photography 
Senior Thesis Exhibit. Art Gallery, PAC. Call 
x12563 for more information. 
5:30-7 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs' 
Annual Holiday Ball and 
Graduation/Recognition Ceremony. 250 KC. 
Call x12177 for more information. 
8-10 p.m.: Students Against Sweatshops presents 
film, "Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low 
Prices," a film by Robert Greenwald. Loutit 
Lecture Hall, HRY. Call x12345 for more 
information. 
8-10 p.m.: Symphony Orchestra, GVSU Dance 
Ensemble, and Great Lakes Youth Ballet. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
9 p.m.: Counseling Center presents Yellow 
Ribbon Suicide Prevention Program. CDC. 
Call x13266 for more information . 
••• 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, was appointed review 
editor for the international journal Aquatic 
Microbial Ecology. 
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics, is 
co-author of an article, "A Singular Introduction 
to the Hausdorff Metric Geometry," published in 
the Pi Mu Epsilon Journal. 
Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy, gave a 
presentation, "William James and 'Making the 
Way Great," ' at Fudan University in Shanghai, 
China. He also gave another presentation, 
"Tradition, Dialogue, and Reappropriation: What 
We Can Learn From/With Third Epoch 
Confucians," at a conference on Comparative 
Study Between Chinese and Western Philosophy 
in Shaoxing, China. 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of move-
ment science, presented an all-day inservice on 
the Canadian Arctic to 35 teachers from the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools. 
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation at 
the Lake Michigan: State of the Lake '05 
Conference held in Green Bay, Wisconsin. She 
serves as co-chair of the U.S . EPA Lake 
Michigan Forum and was conference chair for 
three State of the Lake conferences that were 
convened by A WRI. 
Bradley S. Ambrose, associate professor of 
physics, presented a workshop, "Because 
Physics Majors Experience Conceptual 
Difficulties Too: Incorporating Inquiry-Based 
Teaching in an Upper Level Mechanics Course," 
at the Northwest Ohio Symposium on Science, 
Math, and Technology Teaching in Toledo, Ohio. 
Wallace Boeve, interim program director of 
physician assistant studies, received a grant from 
the Physician Assistant Education Association's 
Research Institute in Puerto Rico for a project, 
"National Study of Faculty in Physician 
Assistant Education: Job Satisfiers within 
Academic Positions." 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor of 
VENTS 
Fri., Dec. 2 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters, 107E 
DEV. Call x 17337 for more information. 
8:30-11:30 a.m. : Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Building Effective Working 
Relationships. 215/216 KC. Call x12215 for 
registration information. 
Sat., Dec. 3 
8-10 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. James 
Cumiskey, trombone, with pianist Robert 
Byrens. Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Sun., Dec. 4 
3-5 p.m. : Symphonic Wind Ensemble. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
8-10 p.m.: Concert Band, directed by Kevin Tutt. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Sports 
Sat., Dec. 3 
6 p.m.: Women 's basketball hosts Northwood 
University. 
8 p.m.: Men 's basketball hosts Northwood 
University. 
philosophy, and Kari Kensinger, assistant pro-
fessor of therapeutic recreation, organized the 
Multidisciplinary GVSU Conference on 
Gerontology. 
Greg Secor, instructor of music, performed a 
world premiere by composer Christopher Deane, 
"A Robe of Orange Flame," at the Percussive 
Arts Society International Convention in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
Maureen Ryan, assistant professor of nursing, 
gave a presentation, "Bridging the Generations 
in the Nursing Workforce," at the West Michigan 
Professional Nursing Development Fall 
Networking Dinner. She gave a presentation, 
"Radiology for Advanced Practice Nurses," at 
the Michigan Emergency Nurses Association 
Annual Meeting. 
Brad Newman, Facilities Planning project man-
ager, gave a presentation, "What is Green 
Building?" at Caledonia High School for its 12th 
Grade Environmental Science class. The presen-
tation was followed by a tour of Lake Ontario 
Hall. 
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